
March 14, 2023

Colma Creek Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENDA
I. Roll Call 

II. Public Comment 

III. Action to set the Agenda and approve the Consent Agenda

a. Approve minutes of the December 13, 2022 meeting

IV. Update on Colma Creek Flood Zone Projects and Maintenance Activities

V. Presentation by Hassell providing an overview of their Colma Creek Schematic Design

VI. Adjournment



A Street

Underground Box 
Culverted Section

Maintenance Activities 1a, 1b, and 2 include the following tasks, 
which are performed throughout the creek channel in collaboration 
with the City of South San Francisco and Town of Colma under 
Maintenance Agreements with the District:
• Quarterly inspections, including monitoring of illegal dumping 

and homeless encampment activities
• Bank vegetation management 
• Graffiti abatement
• Minor facility repairs

Project 2. Channel 
Discharge Pipe Repair/ 
Replacement Project 

Activity 2. 
Mitigation Site 
Maintenance

Activity 1b. 
Sediment 
Dredging

Project 1. Regional 
Stormwater Capture 
Project at Orange 
Memorial Park

Activity 1a. Illegal 
Encampments

Appendix A
Map of Colma Creek 

Flood Zone Projects and 
Maintenance Activities 

Agenda Item 4

Update on 
Colma Creek 
Flood Zone 

Projects and 
Maintenance 

Activities



Agenda Item 5

Presentation by Hassell providing an overview 
of their Colma Creek Schematic Design
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THE COLMA CREEK RESTORATION AND 
ADAPTATION PROJECT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT 
THE PROJECT SITE IS LOCATED ON THE UNCEDED 
ANCESTRAL HOMELAND OF THE RAMAYTUSH 
OHLONE PEOPLES. 
THE PROJECT RECOGNIZES THAT, AS THE 
ORIGINAL STEWARDS OF THIS LAND, THE 
RAMAYTUSH OHLONE UNDERSTOOD THE 
INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF ALL THINGS AND 
MAINTAINED HARMONY WITH NATURE FOR 
MILLENNIA. THE PROJECT HONORS THE 
RAMAYTUSH OHLONE PEOPLES FOR THEIR 
ENDURING COMMITMENT TO MOTHER EARTH.
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1. PROJECT BACKGROUND
2. COLMA CREEK RESTORATION AND ADAPTATION PROJECT
3. SCHEMATIC DESIGN PROPOSALS
4. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
5. QUESTIONS

AGENDA
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COLMA CREEK 
RESTORATION AND 

ADAPTATION PROJECT

COLMA CREEK 
ADAPTATION  
PLANNING

RESILIENT  
SOUTH CITY

RESILIENT BY DESIGN 
CHALLENGE2017 2023

WE ARE HERE

PROJECT BACKGROUND
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WATER
RECHARGE  
RESERVOIR

RESLIENT   
SCHOOLS

SLOW 
STREET

COLMA  
CREEK
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RESTORATION AND ADAPTATION PROJECT

STAGE 1: 
CONCEPT DESIGN

STAGE 2: 
SCHEMATIC  

DESIGN

STAGE 3: 
35% DESIGN 

DEVELOPMENT

STAGE 4: 
IMPLEMENTATION  

PLAN

WE ARE HERE

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
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A HABITAT-LED PROJECT

THE COLMA CREEK RESTORATION & ADAPTATION PROJECT AIMS TO RESTORE & EXPAND 
TIDAL AND SUB-TIDAL HABITAT FOR THE ENDANGERED RIDGWAY’S RAIL. BY DOING THIS, 
THE PROJECT WILL CREATE A CRITICAL “STEPPING STONE” HABITAT IN THE CENTRAL BAY 

FOR THIS IMPORTANT SPECIES. 

as part of a Habitat Project

PUBLIC 
ACCESS

CLEAN WATER 
& POLLUTION 
PREVENTION

FLOOD 
MANAGEMENT

ONGOING 
STEWARDSHIP 

& PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT

PROJECT AIMSPROJECT AIMS
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FLOODABLE 
PARKS 

UTAH TO THE BAY -  
TIDAL MARSH 

STREETS 

Improved  
public access, including 

bringing people to the creek 
and drawing people along 

the creek

San Fransisco Bay
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Urban green 
infrastructure initiatives 

including additional 
street tree planting, 

swales and raingardens

A series of site specific 
places to stop, rest and 

pause

PROJECT SCOPE 



Document Title Line 1 
Document Title LIne 2
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SCHEMETIC DESIGN 
PROPOSALS
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UTAH AVENUE TO BAY

Utah Avenue 
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UTAH TO BAY
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UTAH TO BAY
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UTAH TO BAY
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FLOODABLE PARKS
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SITE CONSTRAINTS 
S LINDEN - SAN MATEO

	–Pump Stations - 6 & 9 - continuing to function, life 
expectancy of existing infrastructure
	–Caltrain - upgrades
	–Contaminated land
	–Jet fuel line
	–Below ground utilities and services

+RL 10'9"

RL 14'+

7 South Linden Development
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COLMA CREEK
+TW 15'
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Pump  
Station 6

Pump  
Station 9

San
 Mateo
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Partial removal of existing flood wall Incremental naturalising of the creek edge through the creation of creek terraces

FLOODABLE PARKS -  
A PHASED APPROACH
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FLOODABLE PARKS -  
A PHASED APPROACH

Phase 1 - An immediate project opportunity
	–Treatment/removal of contaminated 
soil
	–Partial removal of existing flood wall
	– Initial creek terraces created and 
planted
	–Creation of public greenspace and 
recreation amenity - outdoor classroom 
and viewing platform, seating areas, 
natural play
	–Creation of public access
	–Restoration planting - upland riparian 
areas, creek edge
	–Showcases what a 'future re-imagined/
naturalised creek edge might look like
	–Public engagement/education/
awareness about the creek, 
restoration, climate change/SLR 
scenarios, habitat creation

Phase 2 - Pump station 6 re-located Phase 3 - Pump station 9 re-located Phase 4 - Caltrain upgrades

Scheme design drawings



Colma Creek  
Restoration & Adaptation Project

17Hassell ©

PHASE 1: S LINDEN - SAN MATEO

Phase 1 
	–Treatment/removal of contaminated soil
	–Partial removal of existing flood wall
	– Initial creek terraces created and planted
	–Creation of public greenspace and 
recreation amenity - outdoor classroom 
and viewing platform, seating areas, 
natural play
	–Creation of public access
	–Restoration planting - upland riparian 
areas, creek edge
	–Showcases what a 'future re-imagined/
naturalised creek edge might look like
	–Early phase community involvement
	–Public engagement/education/awareness 
about the creek, restoration, climate 
change/SLR scenarios, habitat creation

7 South Linden Development
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PHASE 2 - PUMP STATION 6 RE-LOCATED
	–Second section of existing flood wall removed
	–Second set of creek terraces created
	–S Linden to Caltrain creek 'naturalised'

 
Timeframe considerations:

	–redevelopment of Lindenville specific plan
	–City-wide infrastructure upgrades

PHASE 3 - PUMP STATION 9 RE-LOCATED
	–Third section of flood wall removed
	–Creek terraces created 

Timeframe considerations:
	–2034 (30 years after upgrade)
	–Floodwall lifespan

PHASE 2 PHASE 3
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PHASE 4
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PHASE 4 - CALTRAIN UPGRADES
	–Bridge upgrades, including widening bridge span and structure
	–Pedestrian/cycle access created linking S Linden to San Mateo
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FLOODABLE PARKS
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PHASE 1: S LINDEN - CALTRAIN

Outdoor 
classroom & 
viewing platform

Creek terraces

Upland restoration & planting

Natural play 
features

Creation of riparian features including swales and 
smalls ponds

Smaller seating areasPublic 
access from 
S Linden Ave



PHASE 1: S LINDEN - CALTRAIN



PHASE 1: S LINDEN - CALTRAIN HIGH TIDE
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PHASE 1: S LINDEN - CALTRAIN
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PHASE 1: MITCHELL AVE
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PHASE 1: MITCHELL AVE
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PHASE 1: MITCHELL AVE HIGH TIDE
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PHASE 1: MITCHELL AVE HIGH TIDE
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PATH ON GROUND
PV02 PROPOSED PLANTING MITCHELL AVENUEPROPOSED PLANTING

PROPOSED HABITAT TERRACES
PV03

CURRENT 50YEAR

COLMA CREEK

TIDAL SALT MARSH
PL01

TRANSITION ZONE
PL02

RIPARIAN WOODLAND
PL03

SWALE
PL04

PROPOSED STORMWATER TREATMENT

EXISTING GROUNDLINE TO
BE REGRADED

MITCHELL AVENUE

SWALE
PL02

12' PATH ON GROUND
PV02

EXISTING FLOOD WALL -
TO BE RETAINED

PROPOSED SIGNAGE

EXISTING VERGECOLMA CREEK

EXISTING GROUNDLINE TO
BE REGRADED

PROPOSED STORMWATER
TREATMENT

REV DESCRIPTION DATE
(MM.DD.YYYY)

REFERENCE NORTH NOTES
1. Do not scale drawing. Written dimensions govern

2.  All dimensions are in feet unless noted otherwise

3. This drawing is not for construction

4.

This drawing is an uncontrolled copy. Unless noted otherwise

CONSULTANT

REV NO.

APPROVED

SCALE @ ANSI DCLIENT STATUS

DRAWING NO.

This drawing must be read in conjunction with all relevant contracts,
specifications and drawings

PROJECT DRAWING TITLE

REVIEWED

PROJECT NO.

© Copyright of this drawing is vested in Hassell Ltd.

CITY OF SOUTH SAN FRANCISCONOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

COLMA CREEK RESTORATION & ADAPTATION

SCHEMATIC DESIGN ES

SW/RM 014210

A SCHEMATIC DESIGN FOR REVIEW 01.20.2023

660 Misssion Street, 2nd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 800-6806
www.lotuswater.com

Hassell Design LTD
650 California Street, Level 7
San Francisco CA 94108 USA
T +1 415 860 7067
F +61 2 9101 2100
sanfrancisco@hassellstudio.com
Nominated Architects NSW:
Tony Grist 5350
Glenn Scott 6842
Ross de la Motte 7398 AHSL_L_3003
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT





Colma Creek  
Restoration & Adaptation Project

33Hassell ©

VOLUNTEER DAY - 26.2.22 
INVASIVE SPECIES REMOVAL + PLANTING DAY

"WE HAD A LOVELY TIME ON 
SATURDAY! THE GROUP PLANTED 195 
PLANTS IN THE DRY MEADOW AND 
CONTINUED WORKING ON THE ICE 
PLANT REMOVAL"
ARIEL
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EDUCATIONAL WALKS 
(DIGITAL AND IN PERSON)

START

MANUAL

+ TRANSLATIONS

1.

2.

3.

5.

6.

FINISH

SIGN
STENCIL
WALKING 
ROUTE
STOPPING 
POINT
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ENGLISH
ON-SITE SIGNAGE

EDUCATIONAL POSTERS TO BE DISTRIBUTED

SPANISH TAGALOG

COMMUNITY ENGAGMENT CONTENT

POSTCARDS STICKERS



QUESTIONS



Next scheduled Committee Meeting
Tuesday,  June 13, 2023
3:00 p.m. 
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